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SUBJECT: INDIAN PRESS COMMENT ON EVENTS IN PAKISTAN 

1 . ALL DELHI PAPERS ON JULY 6 CARRIED FRONT-PAGE 
HEADLINES ON MILITARY TAKEOVER IN PAKISTAN. NONE 
CARRIED REPORTS FROM ISLAMABAD, HOWEVER, LEAD ARTICLES 
DREW FROM SAMACHAR REPORTS AND GENERALLY WERE FACTUAL 
ACCOUNTS OF THE MILITARY TAKEOVER, ARREST OF BHUTTO AND 
OTHER POLITICAL FIGURES, AND MAIN POINTS OF GENERAL ZIA'S 
BROADCAST LATER ON JULY 5. ALL PAPERS ALSO CARRIED A 
SAMACHAR ARTICLE, EITHER SEPARATELY OR AS PART OF LEAD 
ARTICLES, WHICH ESSENTIALLY REHASHED THE EVENTS SINCE 
THE MARCH ELECTIONS, RETRACED PAKISTAN'S PREVIOUS HISTORY 
OF MILITARY RULE, AND GAVE BRIEF BIOS OF BHUTTO AND 
GENERAL ZIA. THIS SAMACHAR BACKGROUND PIECE OPENED WITH 
THE STATEMENT THAT THE MILITARY TAKEOVER "HAD BEEN IN 
THE MAKING" EVER SINCE BHUTTO ASSUMED POWER IN 1971. IT 
IMPLIED THAT HIS MANIPULATION OP THE ARMY AND TREATMENT 
OF ITS SENIOR OFPICERS OVER THE YEARS POR HIS OWN POLITICAL 
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ENDS CREATED RESENTMENT IN ARMY RANKS AND MADE IT 
INEVITABLE THAT THEY WOULD EVENTUALLY STEP IN. SAMACHAR 
ADDED: "THE PROCESS WAS ONLY ACCELERATED BY THE 
POLITICAL CRISIS THAT FOLLOWED THE MARCH GENERAL ELECTIONS." 

2. EEITORIAL COMMENT IN THE PRESS HAS VARIED IN ITS 
EMPHASIS, BUT MOST ALL PAPERS AGREED THAT NOT ENOUGH 
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IS YET KNOWN ABOUT THE PERSONALITIES AND MOTIVATIONS OE THE 
MILINARY RULERS. SOME PAPERS (PRO-CPI "PATRIOT”, 

PRO-CONGRESS "NATIONAL HERALD" AND THE "HINDUSTAN TIMES") 
SEE THE MILITARY TAKEOVER AS A REVERSION TO A FAMILIAR 
PATTERN IN PAKISTAN'S POLITICAL LIFE. THESE 
EDITORIALS SEE THE JULY 5 EVENTS AS A "GRAVE SETBACK TO 
THE SYSTEM OF CIVILIAN RULE WITH WHICH MR. BHUTTO HAD 
BEEN EXPERIMENTING SINCE 1971" ("HINDUSTAN TIMES") AND 
AS AN INDICATION THAT "DEMOCRACY...HAS COME TO AN 
END" IN PAKISTAN, THUS "MARKING THE END OF A PROMISING 
PERIOD" IN THE COUNTRY'S HISTORY ("NATIONAL HERALD "). 

THE "TIMES OF INDIA" EDITORIALLY WONDERED IF THE NEW 
MILITARY RULERS WILL UPHOLD THEIR PROMISE TO HOLD 
ELECTIONS IN OCTOBER, SINCE "MANY OTHER ARMY LEADERS 
HAVE MADE SIMILAR PROMISES ELSEWHERE." THE "TIMES" 

ALSO PLACED FULL BURDEN OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
INTERVENTION ON BHUTTO, SAYING THAT HE HAS CONSISTENTLY 
TRIED TO DESTROY DEMOCRACY DURING HIS RULE AND THAT HE 
DELIVERED THE "FINAL BLOW...WHEN HE ORGANIZED OR 
AT LEAST ACQUIESCED IN A MASSIVE RIGGING" OF THE MARCH 
ELECTIONS. THE "STATESMAN " BLAMED BHUTTO FOR TRYING TO 
EXPLOIT CONTRADICTIONS IN THE PNA OPPOSITION AND AMBITIONS 
IN THE ARMED FORCES TO PRESERVE HIS POSITION, WHILE THE 
"HINDUSTAN TIMES" WROTE THAT HE HAD LOST THE TRUST OF 
THE ARMY "PRESUMABLY BECAUSE OF HIS INCREASINGLY VOCAL 
ANTI-US STANCE." THE SAME EDITORIAL BLAMED THE 
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OPPOSITION AS WELL FOR ITS "EXCESSIVE 

PREOCCUPATION WITH MINUTE DETAILS" IN ITS NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH BHUTTO. SEVERAL PAPERS SPECULATED THAT GENERAL 
TIKKA KHAN MAY HAVE PLAYED A BEHIND-THE-SCENES ROLE IN 
THE MILITARY'S ACTION. FEW PAPERS VENTURED TO SPECULATE 
ON BHUTTO'S FUTURE; ONLY THE "STATESMAN" EDITORIALIZED 
THAT HE IS "MOST UNLIKELY... TO BE ALLOWED TO PLAY 
ANOTHER ROUND." SIMILARLY, ONLY THE PRO-CPI "PATRIOT " 
SPECULATED ON THE FOREIGN POLICY IMPLICATIONS, SAYING 
THAT INDO-PAK RELATIONS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED "NORMALLY" 
FOR THE PAST YEAR AND "IT IS THE HOPE OF MOST 
PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY THAT THIS WILL CONTINUE, WHOEVER 
IT BE WHO IS THE BOSS IN ISLAMABAD." 

3. ACCORDING TO USIS CALCUTTA, TWO BENGALI-LANGUAGE 
PAPERS IN CALCUTTA ON JULY 6 ALLEGED OR IMPLIED US 
CONNECTION WITH THE ARMY TAKEOVER. "DAINIK BASUMATI", 
CONTROLLED BY THE CPM-LED WEST BENGAL STATE GOVERNMENT, 
CARRIED A FRONT-PAGE STORY FROM ITS DELHI CORRESPONDENT 
ALLEGING "SUSPECTED US INVOLVEMENT." NOTING THAT BHUTTO'S 
ANTI-AMERICAN STATEMENTS AND DESIRE FOR A REPROCESSING 
PLANT HAVE IRKED WASHINGTON, THE ARTICLE STATES THAT 
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"LIKE THE PAKISTANI ARMY, THE U.S. WAS ALSO NOT IN 
EAVOR OE POLITICAL TURMOIL IN PAKISTAN." "JUGANTAR", 

A PAPER ASSOCIATED WITH THE INDEPENDENT "AMRITA BAZAR 
PATRIKA", CARRIED A STORY WHICH REEERRED 
TO INTERNATIONAL REACTION TO THE EVENT BY SAYING 
THAT "POLITICAL CIRCLES IN DELHI FEEL THAT THE U.S. 

IS MOST INTERESTED IN POLITICAL AEFAIRS OF PAKISTAN." 

NEITHER PAPER CARRIED FURTHER ELABORATIONS ON 
ALLEGED U.S. CONNECTIONS. GOHEEN 
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